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THE AMERICAN ADVOCATE OF PEACE AND ARBITRATION. 



THE CHURCHES MOVING. 

We reprint the overture of the Presbyterian Church 
(South) to the churches of Christendom — filling the 
blank with the "Pan-Congregational Council" because 
that will soon meet and act. Rev. Dr. W. A. Campbell 
of Richmond, Va., writes that the time and place of the 
Conference is not yet decided. He continues under the 
date of April 27, 1891: 

' ' I have sent the memorial to a great many of the 
leading religious bodies of this country, and have re- 
ceived a favorable response — a concurrence in the memo- 
rial — from a number that have held their meetings. 
Others have yet to act upon it when they meet this 
spring. I sent it to a few religious bodies in Europe, 
chiefly in Great Britain. The churches of the continent 
are so much under the control of the State, especially in 
matters of the kind contemplated in the overture, that 
they are almost wholly inaccessible to us." 

AN OVERTURE 

To the highest ecclesiastical authorities of the churches of 

Christendom. 
To The Pan- Congregational Council to be held in London, 
July, 1891. 

The General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church in 
the United States (South) respectfully makes the follow- 
ing representation and overture : 

Notwithstanding the healthful influence of Christianity 
in all those lands that have received the gospel, it is a 
lamentable fact that still international questions are re- 
ferred to the arbitrament of arms. Many Christian 
countries maintain large standing armies and navies, that 
constantly menace the peace of the world, and are a 
grievous burden to the people that support them. 
Whilst some international differences are settled by peace- 
ful arbitration, this is not recognized as the only and 
final resort for the adjudication of these questions. War 
and bloodshed are still the means to which Christian 
nations look to right their wrongs. 

We believe that among the Christian people of our own 
and other lands there is a strong sentiment in opposition 
to this deplorable evil, and in favor of referring all mat- 
ters of international claims to some suitable tribunal for 
peaceful solution. And further, we entertain the hope 
that if the influence of this sentiment were properly 
brought to bear upon the governments of these Christian 
nations it would greatly further this desirable end. 

We therefore ask you to join us in petitioning all the 
governments of Christian countries to take measures to 
banish warfare as the means of settling the strifes that 
arise between nations, and to substitute a more rational 
and Christian tribunal. 

We send you a copy of a petition which we propose to 
address to these several governments, and ask you to 
adopt the same, if it meets your approval, or some other 
looking to the same end. 

We further request that you appoint a delegate, who 
shall meet like delegates from the other bodies addressed, 



on the day of 



A. D. 1891. 

Trusting that our communication will receive your 
favorable consideration, we invoke upon you grace and 



peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 
Amen. 

James Park, Moderator. 
Joseph R. Wilson, Stated Clerk. 

Done in the General Assembly of the Presbyterian 
Church, in session at Asheville, North Carolina, U. S. A., 
this twenty-third day of May, A. D. 1890. 

A PETITION 

To be addressed to the Several Governments of the Chris- 
tian Nations of the World. 
To The Senate and House of Representatives in Congress 
assembled ; 

The Presbyterian Church of the United States, through 
its General Assembly, wishes you grace, mercy and peace. 

We, in co-operation with other Christian bodies, hum- 
bly memorialize you, as the guardians of your people, in 
behalf of peaceful arbitration as a means of settling 
questions that arise between nations. The spectacle 
that is presented of Christian nations facing each other 
with heavy armaments, ready upon provocation to go to 
war and settle their differences by bloodshed or conquest, 
is, to say the least, a blot upon the fair name of Christian. 
We cannot contemplate without the deepest sorrow the 
horrors of wars, involving the reckless sacrifice of human 
life, that should be held sacred, bitter distress in many 
households, the destruction of valuable property, the hin- 
dering of education and religion, and the general demor- 
alizing of the people. 

Moreover, the maintaining of a heavy war force, 
though war be averted, withdraws multitudes from their 
homes and the useful pursuits of peace, and imposes a 
heavy tax upon the people for its support. And further, 
let it be borne in mind, that wars do not settle causes of 
dispute between nations on principles of right and justice, 
but upon the barbaric principle of the triumph of the 
strongest. 

We are encouraged to urge this cause upon your con- 
sideration by the fact that much has already been accom- 
plished ; as, for example, by the arbitration of Geneva 
in the Alabama case, and by the deliberations of the 
American Conference at Washington, not to mention 
other important cases. It will be a happy day for the 
world when all international disputes find peaceful solu- 
tions ; and this we earnestly seek. 

As to the method of accomplishing this end, we make 
no suggestions, but leave that to your superior intelli- 
gence and wisdom in matters of State policy. 

We invoke upon rulers and people the richest blessings 
of the Prince of Peace. 

Done in the General Assembly at Asheville, North 
Carolina, U. S. A., on the twenty-third day of May, 
A. D. 1890. 

James Park, Moderator. 

Joseph R. Wilson, Stated Clerk. 



In 1880, when the population of the United States had 
become 50,152,866, there were 97,090 churches, with 69,- 
879 ministers and 10,065,963 communicants. This shows 
that every fifth person was a communicant of some 
church ! The present United States population of 1890 is 
62,622,250. The churches have nearly doubled in ten 
years and number 151.281, with 103,203 ministers and 
21,757,071 communicants! 



